3/2                             HOMES    AND    TEMPLES
OLDEST   LIGHTHOUSE   IN   THE   OPEN   SEA
The first lighthouses in north-western Europe were those built by
the Romans at Dover, England, and Boulogne, France. The pharos,
or lighthouse, at Dover is near the castle. The Roman masonry in it
can be clearly seen.
On a rock in the Bay of Biscay, near the mouth of the River Gironde,
stands the Cordouan Lighthouse, built in the latter part of the i8th
century. It is the oldest lighthouse now standing to be built in the
open sea. It is a nine-storied building 196 ft. high.
MIGHTY FORTIFICATIONS AND RAMPARTS
>-pHE Great Wall of China is not the only structure of its kind, although
1 it is by far the greatest. In the same class is the Caucasian Wall,
one end of which reaches to the western shore of the Caspian Sea. It
was built by the ancient Persians to defend themselves against the
Scythian tribes on the north. It is fifty miles long, and when first built
was 29 ft. high and 10 ft. thick.
HADRIAN'S  WALL
Hadrian's Wall, built by the Roman garrison of Britain at the
orders of the emperor whose name it bears, extends for about seventy-
four miles between Wallsend, on the Tyne estuary, and Bowness, on
Sol way Firth. It came into being at the end of the first quarter of
2nd century A.D., and it was manned by Roman legions until about the
end of the 4th century.
The Limes Germanicm^ the Roman frontier against the Germans,
extending from the river Lahn to the Danube, was about 340 miles long
and was defended by more than 100 forts garrisoned by 100,000 men.
Broken through by the Alemanni tribes in A.D. 260, it was left
unrepaired and ultimately abandoned by the Romans. Of almost equal
importance was another Roman limes which protected Tunis and
Algiers against the desert tribes.
MIGHTY   MAGINOT   LINE
The largest modern line of fortifications is the Maginot Line, which
was built along their eastern frontier by the French after the World
War, at an estimated cost of ^150,000,000. It runs from Luxembourg
to Switzerland. In places the fortifications go 400 feet below the ground.
A similar Une guarded the Czech-German frontier on the Czech side;
it passed into German hands after the Munich Agreement of
September, 1938. Buried forts known as the Siegfried Line and anti-
tank devices constitute Germany's concrete and steel frontier on the
banks of the Rhine.
Erected as a defence against rabbits, the longest fence in the world
is in Western Australia. It is made of wire netting and runs from the
south of the continent to the north-west coast, a distance of 1,062 mife*.